
     COUNTRYSIDE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

       INFORMATIONAL SAFETY ALERT 
                        September 20, 2011 
The Countryside Police Department would like to reinforce the importance of talking to 
your children about stranger safety. Recently, there have been two police reports filed 
with area police agencies about a suspicious white van approaching a child. It does not 
appear the reports are related, nor did they occur on school days. However, in both 
incidents, there was a significant delay in reporting the occurrence to the police 
departments. 
 
The first incident was reported to the Village of LaGrange Police Department on the 
evening of Sunday, September 11, 2011. Police responded to the area of 52nd and 7th for 
the report of two females attempting to lure a 4 year old boy into their white panel van by 
offering him gummy bears. The 4 year old was a few blocks from home when this 
occurred. The child had been taught to recognize strangers, ran away, and told his 
mother. She reported this incident to the police approximately 40 minutes later. 
 
The second incident was reported to the Village of Indian Head Park Police Department 
on the afternoon of Sunday, September 18, 2011.  A 14 year old complainant told police 
that on Saturday, September 17, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., at LaGrange Highlands Middle 
School (1750 Plainfield Road), he was approached by an elderly (60-70’s) white male, 
bald, very tall, with no facial hair, driving a white construction type van.  The 14 -year 
old complainant advised police that a similar incident took place approximately a month 
ago.  However, the police were not contacted. 

Here are a few safety tips to discuss with your children:  
• Children should always obtain parent’s permission before going anywhere. 
• Children should never go near someone in a car or truck and should run the other way 
towards other people. 
• Cute animals and candy are just two tricks used by strangers in order to get near a child. 
• Children should always obtain parent’s permission before accepting money or a gift. 
• A child’s name should not be printed on anything visible to strangers. 
• Children should be instructed not to trust anyone who tries to get them to break their 
parent’s rules. 
• Children should be taught to tell parents about places or people that make them feel 
unsafe. 
• Children should be instructed to walk with a group. There is safety in numbers. 

Residents are asked to be extra observant and to report any and all suspicious vehicles, 
subjects, or activity to the Countryside Police Department by dialing 9-1-1 immediately. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Countryside Police Department at (708) 
352-2171.  This same message is being sent to the schools in La Grange, 
Countryside, La Grange Highlands, and Hinsdale. 

Authority: Chief Michael Ruth 


