
MINUTES OF REGULAR 
 MEETING 

BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSION 
CITY OF COUNTRYSIDE 

December 8, 2015 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. 
 
 II. Roll Call 
 
Upon roll call the following were present: 

Jerry Welch, Chairman 
Mark Burdett, Secretary 
Mary Louise Pisone, Commissioner 

 
Also in attendance: Sue Dignin, HR/Executive Assistant 
   Joe Ford, Chief of Police (arrived at 3:10 p.m.) 
      
III. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion was made by Mary Louise Pisone and seconded by Mark Burdett to approve the 
Regular Meeting minutes of September 8, 2015.  Motion carried and the minutes were 
approved. 
 
IV. Comments from the Public 
 
None. 
 
V. New Business 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly police reports for the months of September and October. 
 
The Commission received honorable mention letters for two officers:  Officer Karl Rodey was 
recognized for his outstanding performance while conducting routine patrol when he recognized 
a dog previously identified by Cook County Animal Control as a vicious animal.  This vicious dog 
was removed from the streets of Countryside.  Officer Joseph DiGangi was recognized for his 
outstanding performance when responding to a call to assist another agency in locating a 
missing juvenile. 
 
The Commission received a disciplinary report for a police officer.  This document will be placed 
in the officers’ personnel file in the Commission’s office. 
 
Commissioner Pisone recently attended the ILPCA Fall Seminar in November and gave the 
Board an update regarding speaker, Attorney, John Broihier’s presentation regarding affidavits 
of political affiliation and political party affiliation as it applies to Section 10-2 of the Illinois 
Election Code.  Chairman Welch directed Sue Dignin to contact the Commission’s attorney, Erik 
Peck, to review this section of the Illinois Election Code. 
 
VI. Old Business 
 
At the City Council meeting on October 14, 2015, ordinance 15-43-0 was proposed and 
approved by the City Council authorizing the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners to extend 



the expiration date of the current Patrol Officer Eligibility List for up to two (2) six (6) month 
periods.  Chairman Welch asked for a motion to extend the current Patrol Officer Eligibility List 
from June 20, 2016 to June 20, 2017.  Motion was made by Mark Burdett and seconded by 
Mary Louise Pisone.  Motion carried and the extension of the expiration date of the Patrol 
Officer Eligibility List was approved. 
 
Chairman Welch directed Sue Dignin to make a notation on the existing list posting that the 
expiration date has been extended to June 20, 2017, and to also contact the Commission’s 
attorney, Erik Peck, to find out if this needs to be incorporated into the Board’s Rules and 
Regulations. 
 
VII. Other Business 
 
Chief Ford gave an update on the three newly hired police officers, Venem, Maher and Rojas. 
 
Chief Ford informed the Board on a couple of topics:  the implementation of a power car which 
overlaps two shifts and currently operates 2 p.m. – 2 a.m., and the positive effects that the 12-
hour shifts are having on the police officers.  
 
VIII. Adjournment 
 
A motion was made to adjourn by Mark Burdett and seconded by Mary Louise Pisone.  Motion 
carried and the meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
The next scheduled meeting will be held on March 8, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:  3-8-16 
 
 
 
 
 
                _____________________________ 
                Mark Burdett, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
________________________________          __________________________  
Jerry Welch, Chairman             Mary Louise Pisone, Commissioner 


