
City of Countryside  
Police Department 

For more information: 

www.countrysidepolice.org 

Ph. 708-352-2171 

What is the Citizen’s 
Police Academy? 

 

The Citizen’s Police Academy is a 
community oriented policing 

program designed for citizens who 

live, work, or volunteer within the 

City of Countryside.  

The program provides insight into 

law enforcement techniques and 

classes are geared to assist citizens 

in understanding laws and police 

practices within the City of 

Countryside.  

Our hope is that graduates of the 

Citizen’s Police Academy will take 
t he i r  knowledge  i n to  t he 

community, educate others when 

the opportunity arises, and gain a 

better understanding of the 

relationship between the City, the 

Police Department, and the 

community.   

The primary goals of the Academy 

are: 

 To teach residents about law 

enforcement topics, procedures,  

and issues in our community. 

 To strengthen the partnership 

between the Countryside Police 

Department and the community 

we serve.  

Phone: 708-352-2171 

Fax: 708-352-1032 

Email: police@countrysidepolice.org 

5550 East Avenue 

Countryside, IL 60525 

Countryside Police Department 

CITIZEN’S POLICE ACADEMY 

For additional information 

regarding the Citizen’s Police 
Academy or to request an 

application, please call the 

Countryside Police Department 

at 708-352-2171 or visit us at 

www.countrysidepolice.org. 

Joseph G. Ford 

Chief of Police 



PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The 12-week program is designed to 

familiarize participants with the 

organizational structure and operations 

of the various units within the 

Countryside Police Department. The 

program includes onsite tours, 

classroom instruction, and “hands-on” 

training. 

During the Academy, participants will 

be given an opportunity to ride along 

with a Countryside police officer during 

a shift, process a crime scene, and 

observe the inner workings of the police 

department. 

Participants can ask questions, discuss 

issues, view demonstrations, and 

experience a variety of the same 

training drills officers complete in order 

to perform their duties.  

TOPICS COVERED 

 Criminal and civil law 

 Crime prevention 

 Juvenile law 

 Evidence 

 Traffic stops 

 Use of Force 

 Investigations 

 Gangs and drugs 

 Scams and confidence games 

 Much more! 

 

INSTRUCTORS 
Instructors are Police Officers and 
Civilian Members of the Police 
Department. 
 

LOCATION 
Classes are held at The Countryside 
Police Department, but may meet at 
other locations as required.  
 

DATES AND TIMES 
The program meets one night a week for 
twelve weeks from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m.  
 

COST 
There is no cost to attend this program. 
All materials will be provided by the 
Countryside Police Department. 

 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO ATTEND? 
 

Potential candidates for the Citizen’s 

Police Academy must meet the following 

criteria: 

 18 years of age or older 

 Live, work, or volunteer in the City 

of Countryside 

 A background check 

 No felony convictions 
 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
 

You will need to complete an 

application for the next available 

Citizen’s Police Academy. Applications 

are available at the police department 

and online. Visit the Countryside Police 

website at www.countrysidepolice.org 

and click on the “Programs” link.  

After review of your application and 

background check, you will be notified 

about participation in the program. 

Participation in the Academy does NOT 

authorize attendees to carry weapons, make 

arrests or exercise any authority other than 

that of a private citizen. A criminal history 

review of applicants will be conducted prior to 

acceptance into the academy. 


