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I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.  

II. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Chairman Benson 

   Alderman Finn 

Alderman Von Drasek 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

I move to approve the minutes of the Water Committee Meeting of May 9, 2018.  A motion was made 

by Alderman Finn and seconded by Alderman Von Drasek that this matter be approved as presented. 

 

Aye: 3  Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn, and Alderman Von Drasek 

Nay: 0 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

V. CONSIDERATION OF LEAK DETECTION SURVEY OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. 

Mike stated that they conduct a leak detection survey every year.  Normally they survey the iron/cast 

iron pipe one year and the following year they surveyed the plastic PVC.  This year they are looking to 

survey it all at one time.  Accountability is down a little bit, Mike doesn’t know if this is the problem 
but it’s a place to start.  They do a lead detection survey when it is needed, when the accountability 

dips.  Chairman Benson stated that they will have to make sure that this dollar amount ($11,830) is in 

the budget for this year. 

Alderman Von Drasek moved to APPROVE the item as presented, seconded by Alderman Finn and 

carried unanimously. 

VI. CONSIDERATION OF HYDRANT MAINTENANCE PROGRAM.  

Mike stated that we have a yearly program to make sure all hydrants are ready for action when 

required, especially after severe weather.  The Water Department makes sure that there is no leaking 

and sometimes the barrels crack.  Chairman Benson asked if the $19,734.00 is in the budget for this 

year.  Mike Hartigan said that it is in the budget for this year.  Mike stated that cost has gone up about 

$1,000.00, since we did the ISO study.  The ISO study is an insurance survey done with the 

Pleasantview Fire Department.  The last time we did the survey, which was two years ago, we had a 

Class 2 rating.  The insurance companies look at this when they are rating commercial properties and 

municipalities lowering the insurance rates. 

Alderman Finn moved to APPROVE the item as presented, seconded by Alderman Von Drasek and 

carried unanimously. 

VII. DISCUSSION ON CAPITAL PLAN IN THE WATER FUND. 

Dave Schutter stated that we look at 5 years’ worth of Capital Expenditures in the water fund.  We 

adjust it every year as things change.  What we are trying to do tonight is lock in the 2020 projects 

and then look at potential projects for 2021 to 2024.  Similar to what it looked like last year for further 

out projects the year which we are projecting has changed quite a bit.  The Dansher project has gotten 

pushed out a little bit.  We put Soehrmann Park into fiscal year 2021.  We should spend a lot of time 

on the East Avenue water main project.  There are two options that are out there; Option 1 would 

involve minimum replacement to avoid conflicts, while Option 2 would also involve the inclusion of 
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an additional 20’ water main replacement on Joliet Road to connect the new 20’ main installed in 
2014. 

   

John Fitzgerald stated that at the last Water Committee Meeting, about a year ago, we were trying to 

work on the Joliet Road project, since then a lot of things have changed.  The Joliet Road project isn’t 
on the IDOT list right now.  We wanted to get it done before the IDOT intersection improvement 

project and the new city hall, so we are not in the way of the IDOT project.  At the last meeting Mike 

Hartigan and John Fitzgerald talked about moving up the East Avenue project in place of Joliet Road.  

When John Fitzgerald talked to IDOT they said East Avenue has been fast tracked, it’s going to be the 
next IDOT project to go.  When he first checked, IDOT was targeting June 2019, which would mean 

the construction would happen this summer.  The land acquisition process has to be done before any 

work can start, and they are just getting underway with this.  The land acquisition process usually 

takes about 6 to 12 months to complete.  John Fitzgerald emailed IDOT a week ago to see if they had 

fresh information.  IDOT has moved the project up to June 2020.   

 

What the committee talked about doing is either building the East Avenue main this fall or early 

spring.  We already surveyed it and got the project going, but there is no place to put the main.  The 

street that they are widening 12 feet will be on the West side of the street which is our side of the 

street.  Right now our water main with the existing 16 inch separator will be replaced with a 20 inch 

separator.  The 16 inch separator will end up right in the middle of the new lane.  There’s going to be 
a fifth turn lane in the middle.  After surveying it, John was thinking of putting in an easement outside 

of the right-of-way in the grass.  IDOT will be ripping the driveways out about 10 feet back from the 

right-of-way.  They will be getting easements so we can just temp these with temporary asphalt.  We 

can do it this fall or in the spring.  This work would be in the 2020 budget.   

 

Chairman Benson asked about sidewalks.  John stated that the problem is from where the new 

widening is, to the existing sidewalk, it is loaded with utilities.  John was planning on doing a 10 foot 

easement on the first ten feet of the right-of-way, that way we would be out of IDOT’s way.  He’s 
looking to do a comparison on the price of directional boring versus conventional boring.  The first 

number is to do East Avenue from the pump house down 56th along East Avenue and 100 feet of Joliet 

Road to get out of the way of IDOT.  That dollar amount is $1,250,000.00.  Then if we leave off there, 

there will be a gap to get to National Tire and Battery.  Chairman Benson asked what the condition of 

that section is and was told it is pretty solid.  The Joliet job has more issues and this project is further 

down the road.  That was in the 2019 budget.  We have a $1,650,000 for the Joliet project.  We put a 

stop on this project because we thought East Avenue would come into line in this fiscal year.  At the 

May meeting we chose to put that off a little bit.  Chairman Benson asked if the money was in the 

bank.  Dave Schutter stated that it was, he also said that we will have to prioritize the projects.  Dave 

Schutter also said he does a sample funding plan to show what reserves we have.  He said we have 

about $4,000,000 in reserves.   

 

Do any areas qualify for the community development block grant money that we could apply for?  We 

asked for money for the Sunset Avenue water main project last year, and we are waiting for our turn.  

Every four or five years we receive money.  Once you get a project funded by CDBG funding, you have 

to do that project the following year.  The committee determined that for the FY2020 budget, the 

water main on East Avenue will be replaced, along with the water main on Joliet Road from East 

Avenue up to the National Tire & Battery property. 
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Dave Schutter said that he and John Fitzgerald talked about a water rate study for Indian Head Park 

and LaGrange Highlands and they made capital improvements on the system which serves them and 

it will increase their rates. 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS  

Mike Hartigan said they did the smoke testing in Ward 2 and it is complete and they received the test 

results.  They will address any issues next spring or early summer. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Finn moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded 

by Alderman Von Drasek and carried unanimously. 

Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 5:53 PM.    

 

 

 

DATE APPROVED:  ____________________ 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

             

      Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman 

/km 


