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I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.  

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Those physically present are as follows: 

Present: Mayor McDermott, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn, Alderman 

Jasinski, Alderman Mikolyzk, Alderman Musillami, Alderman Von 

Drasek 

Also Present: City Clerk Kmet, City Attorney Peck, City Administrator Paul 

III. Mayor McDermott opened the meeting by letting everyone know that the purpose of the meeting 

was to determine if the City of Countryside would allow medical and recreational cannabis sales with 

the change in the state law that goes into effect January 1, 2020. Mayor McDermott asked the City 

Attorney to give an overview of the law, what it allows and the authority it grants. 

 

City Attorney Peck gave an overview of the Cannabis Regulation and Taxation act. The State of Illinois 

is allowing municipalities to determine whether they will allow or not allow the sale of medical and 

recreational cannabis. If the City of Countryside does allow the sale of medical and recreational 

cannabis, they have two opportunities; one to tax it and one to zone it to determine where you want 

the sale to take place. There are four items to consider: 

1. Does the City of Countryside want to permit the sale of cannabis. 

2. If the City of Countryside permits the sale, is it for medical, recreational, or both. 

3. Where does the City of Countryside want to zone the sale of cannabis. 

4. How much will the City of Countryside tax the sale of cannabis. 

 Municipal and County governments will have the ability to impose up to an additional 3% each in local 

taxes.  

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mary Lou Pisone, 6940 Lorraine Drive - Gov. Pritzker signed into law the Cannabis Regulation and 

Taxation Act, allowing each municipality to decide whether to allow the recreational use of marijuana 

within its boundaries. If the City decides to allow this sale to the target audience of people age 21 and 

older, she suggests that the location of dispensaries should focus only on the target audience. She 

proposes the following restrictions: restrict the number and location of dispensaries to a minimum of 

1,500 feet from schools, libraries, parks and similar indoor/outdoor recreational sites, houses of 

worship, ice cream shops, snack shops, grocery and Quick Marts, hobby/collector stores and fast food 

vendors. 

 

Nadine Beales, 6640 Dawn Avenue – has lived in Countryside 29 years. Didn’t see any public notice on 
this meeting, but is grateful to John Von Drasek for giving her a ring. Recently retired physician. 

Marijuana is a dangerous chemical, it’s not something that has practically no side effects. It can have 

side effects from basically nausea to a little bit of a headache right down to killing someone. We don’t 
have to look much further than the recent vaping experience, we to date have six deaths and other 

people are ill who have engaged in vaping with tobacco and who knows what other kinds of 

substances. This is not a benign substance. It’s not the same substance it was when your mom or you 

went to Woodstock. It’s now about three times the concentration than it was back then. Very great 

potential for injury to the heart, lungs, to the mind. This is a stimulant, and nervous system problems, 
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loss of memory, even going as far as psychosis; becoming psychotic – do we need any more of this 

running around in our streets here? This is a big problem in this country at this time. I don’t think the 

response to it is to sell it at retail. What marijuana is not is it’s not a medicine, there’s no particular 
illness that it’s needed for. I’ve been in medicine for more than 30 years and I’ve never had a hard 
time treating any of the things it’s useful for, because there wasn’t any marijuana available. It’s not 

regulated by the Food and Drug Administration, it’s not recognized as a medicine. It’s also definitely 

not a toy, so making something for recreation just blows my mind. Anyway, why did we get to this 

point? Legalizing marijuana is not the answer, not for medicine or recreational. We know how we got 

here, let’s be honest about it and we can’t start selling it to people for money. Has handouts for the 

City Council. Things that have been written up in the newspaper in case you’ve missed them and things 
from the Center for Disease Control that talk about the medical issues. Don’t be afraid to put your 
foot down and just say no to the whole recreational cannabis. Your neighbors are doing that. There 

are five suburbs in this area that have already said no, and you can do it too. We need people who 

can stand up like our neighboring towns and prevent this from becoming a worse thing. It doesn’t 
matter that it’s been done on the sly for years. This is not something that anybody needs. It’s not 

something that should be encouraged. She brought a shirt that says, “100% drug free,” it’s been given 

to me from a talk I did at a grammar school and that’s what I want my kids and grandkids to be. I don’t 
want my kids to put anything in them any way, shape or form. Not to smoke it, not to eat it, and not 

to vape it. It’s not safe in any of those ways. This isn’t’ your mother’s pot, this is much more potent 
stuff. The article/cartoon with Uncle Sam, says America has a huge drug problem, and his face changes 

and is all goofy like he’s on stuff, and it says, so let’s legalize it. We can find some other way to support 

ourselves. Our town can say not here. We can opt out and join the towns such as Hinsdale, Naperville, 

LaGrange, Bloomington, Wheaton and Bolingbrook. Money talks, because hundreds of thousands of 

dollars were paid by the marijuana growers to our beloved State House Legislators. That is not the 

way you decide on something that can kill somebody and as far as setting limits on where you’re going 
to have it, they’re going to cross the borders to get it and one person will buy it for another, it happens 

now and as far as monitoring it, our State has such a wonderful reputation for monitoring, look at the 

Department of Children and Family Services, look at concealed carry for guns, and that’s not being 

monitored, for me it’s a no vote, thank you. 

 

Julie Bryar-Smith, 6254 Edgebrook Lane, (teacher at LTHS) – I’m a parent in this community. I’m here 
to urge the leaders of Countryside to think about the public health and safety of the community above 

pot distributors and ban the sale of pot in this City. Marijuana poses significant health risks according 

to scientific review, including the 2016 World Health Organization report and the 2017 National 

Academy of Science. Marijuana is addictive and harmful despite the rhetoric from the marijuana 

distributors. Today’s high potency is linked to increases in addiction, psychoses, schizophrenia, and 

violence. States that have legalized it have seen an increase in emergency room visits, hospitalizations, 

poison control centers calls and an increase in use of every category including youth. Regular use is 

indisputably dangerous to the adolescent brain and in some cases there are permanent reduction in 

IQ, and increase in other mental health disorders. Marijuana intoxicates and has tragic results, and 

the percentage of traffic deaths related to marijuana has more than doubled in the state of 

Washington the year sales were allowed and Colorado has seen similar increases in drug related 

accidents. I understand governments are concerned with being fiscally responsible, and raising 

revenue, but this isn’t the answer. Comprehensive cost of marijuana legalization, the cost outweigh 

the revenues. Over half the pot money brought in for drug prevention and treatment in the state of 

Washington never materialized. Colorado marijuana tax revenue; Colorado youth are being arrested 

for pot related offenses since the legalization. Since legalization in Colorado, marijuana offenses in 
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elementary and middle schools have increased 30%. The Board must take action to diminish the 

consequences of recreational marijuana. 

 

Angela Curran, President and CEO of Pillars Health – Our Board and our medical providers’ and our 

mental health agents and substance abuse counselors have asked me to appear in the communities 

that we serve and urge those communities to opt out of placing retail cannabis dispensaries in their 

limits. As of 9-20-18, 65% of local jurisdictions in Colorado have banned medical and recreational 

marijuana use and we are urging the communities we serve to consider the same ban, because the 

public health risks outweigh the incremental tax revenue from retail cannabis sales. For example, in 

2017, Colorado’s marijuana tax revenue was only 9/10ths of 1% of all its tax revenue. We also agree 

that there are significant public health issues. First and foremost, the potential increase in substance 

abuse disorders and the results and negative impacts on the families, school, work and increased 

health care costs in the community. Substance use disorder is a disease that affects the person’s brain 
and behavior and leads to an inability to control the use of legal or illegal drugs or medication. 

Government research indicates that as many as 10% of cannabis users will develop chemical 

dependency and the impact on our children will be even greater. Although this is something that will 

promote the sales to those over 21, we do have to consider the impacts or potential impact on the 

youth.  Several studies show youth who begin abusing substances are four times more likely to 

become addicted than people that are after the age of 21, because of the impact of those substances 

it affects long range development. Still, public health risks greater in Colorado, rate of marijuana ER 

visits increased 52% from 2012-2016. The National Institute on Drug Abuse shows that carcinogens 

from marijuana smoke are 50-70% more toxic than tobacco smoke and the affect is often exasperated 

because of marijuana smokers inhale more toxins than tobacco smokers. Using marijuana raises the 

heart rate from 20 to 100% for up to three hours after use, increasing the risk of heart related 

problems, even in people who don’t have cardiac issues. There’s substantial correlation of mental 
health disorders and the increased use of marijuana. Increased use may also lead to higher numbers 

of traffic offenses and fatalities. There is no test for driving under the influence, but there is for alcohol 

to determine driving under the influence. It is more prevalent that drivers are under the influence of 

marijuana than alcohol. A Colorado study shows that 57% of people who use cannabis report driving 

within two hours of use on an average of 11-30 days, compared to 38% of persons who consumed 

alcohol report driving within two hours of use on an average of 11-30 days. Implications and risk to 

overall health are too great to ignore. We are encouraging our communities to ban recreational sales. 

Thank you. 

 

Roger Merenkov, 7424 Prescott – A 20 year resident, we’re a band of brothers here, there’s a lot of 

friends here in the audience today. We’ve gone to strong measures to preserve and protect our 
community, and I feel once again that it’s time to call to action here and preserve and protect this 

beautiful City and all of you fine people here. I‘m going to get right to the point and Erik Peck our 
Attorney can help me answer this one. Marijuana is illegal federally, according to federal law. So in 

order for the City to allow dispensaries, you’d have to be in violation of federal law, and the choosing 

at this time not to enforce it, the other ramifications are for example, these dispensaries and other 

states and communities – they’re unable to participate in the traditional banking methods for 

example, due to the fact that this is technically illegal, so any money collected has to be cash, large 

sums of cash involved. I have a brother who is in law enforcement in Colorado, as a gang crimes task 

force member in a major county in Colorado near Denver, and they’re one of the first states to legalize 

marijuana and some of the problems they deal with are the large sums of cash and being the target 

for armed robberies. Recently, these towns have enforced that all dispensaries get armed security. 

There was a recent shooting and killing of an armed security guard at one of these dispensaries. So 
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just that fact, that is, let me get right to the point, it’s against federal law and in order for the City to 

allow this, you gentleman would have to be in violation of federal law and we are a nation of law 

abiding citizens and I would prefer that the City not put themselves in and all of us in that position. 

Also there’s a lot of accountability issues in my opinion. How culpable is the City of something were 

to go wrong with one of these dispensaries and it’s up in court and they say ok, so you guys knowingly 

violated federal law by allowing these dispensaries when in fact knowing that it was against federal 

law and you allowed it and whatever happened happened. I don’t know how a court would feel about 

that culpability and liability and that we’d be in violation of federal law, that’s the problem I have.  
Marijuana is an interesting plant, there’s a lot of medical uses for it, anxiety, pain, I think that’s great, 
well regulated by a prescription by a doctor, and I think it’s great. But as far as recreational use, 

violation of federal law and culpability of the city in which we all probably will have to pay the price, 

I’m not in favor of and I have some handouts here of other communities that have done pretty much 

the same thing. Thank you.  

 

Dave Doyle, 101 Edgebrook Court, Indian Head Park – I have three points to make, one is anecdotal. 

It’s a warm night outside and if any of you grew up on the south side, back when we were young, like 
18 years old you couldn’t get beer until you were 21, and it seemed fairly easy by 8:00 pm to get a 

case of beer from a guy who would buy it for you. The point of that silly story is that I think once this 

becomes legal in the communities, the kids are smart, they’ll figure out how to get it. The Illinois State 

Police and the State Police Association lobbied against this. It doesn’t seem like there’s any real effect 

on the market for law enforcement to determine if someone is under the influence. That should be a 

strong issue to be aware of.  

 

Ed Krzeminski, 6929 Lorraine – works in the health care industry and we see the direct affect with 

regards to what happens with patients who have behavioral problems and has marijuana. The one 

thing that people might not understand is that this might affect their job. Just this week I offered a 

job to a gentleman, fully qualified and everything comes in for his orientation and doesn’t get the job 

because he tested positive for marijuana. It stays in your system for quite a while and this is going to 

affect a lot of people if they don’t understand. By federal standards, if you work at the airport and you 
have marijuana in your system, you’re let go. It’s the same thing in the health care field. I hope the 
Council doesn’t just look at this as dollars and that this is like another car dealership and we’re going 
to bring in all this money. What’s going to happen as people come in and people are going to come in 

here and they’re not buying a car, they’re buying marijuana? What type of people are going to do 

that. I agree there are some medical benefits as long as it’s prescribed by a doctor. But as far as 

recreational, totally against it.  

 

Lisa Uckerman, 10715 Forestivew, Has four kids, three are in college one is at LTHS, and texting is 

killing people, vaping is killing people, and we don’t need pot. I’ve coached softball for several seasons, 
and there are a lot of kids in my neighborhood, and I went to Sam’s Vape in Willow Springs, because 

I heard kids that I know go in there and get vaping garbage. These poor police officers have guns that 

are killing them, when you have seen it, they pull someone over and they’re either high or drunk. They 

have no detection, they’re at risk too. I don’t want this at all, and I think they’re doing a great job 

controlling the City, I love the police officers, and I love the Village, they’re great, but I don’t want the 
junk and we’re losing the neighborhood. I just want to keep kids safe. I know a lot of these kids, they 

go to LT, and I know that’s all it takes. Taking this stuff with garbage, you don’t know what they’re 
putting in it.  
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Chris Grahn, 6650 Dawn Avenue – Four children, it’s a great community with its services offered. I 

really appreciate that I get to brag that I live here. I used to live on Merry Court and I called my 

Alderman about cars thinking it was a through street, and being concerned with my small kids. No 

sooner than I could think and a sign went up, now that’s service. I realized then that the City of 
Countryside works, and they work for the community and they work for the people. If I’m looking for 
a place to live I want it to be in a safe area. If I’m driving through and I see these shops, I’m not going 

to think it’s a safe place. I don’t want my kids being exposed to it. Let other people figure out what 
the problems are, let’s let them do the studies and we can always reserve the right to look at this later 

on, but let’s not do it right now. Thank you. 

 

Nancy Heil, Coalition for a Drug Free Lyons Township – Retired pediatrician, concerned with the effect 

of marijuana in the community for adolescence and their developing brains. Just the mere presence 

in your community increases the exposures, the pressures, on them and as a pediatrician, I’ve been 
saying that edibles in particular are a great concern for the young children as its laying around the 

house it looks like something they can eat and these are the kids that end up in the ER.  

 

V. DISCUSSION REGARDING MEDICAL AND RECREATIONAL CANNABIS LEGISLATION. 

 

Alderman Jasinski asked what decision needed to be made this evening. Mayor McDermott said that 

currently the City of Countryside allows medical marijuana in the M-1 Zoning District, we could allow 

it in the Business District as a Special Use with restrictions such as not allowed by schools, parks, 

recreational centers, etc. We have the authority to put those restrictions in place. The other item 

before the Committee this evening is deciding how much of a tax we would impose if we allow 

recreational cannabis.  

 

Alderman Musillami asked Chief Ford if he has comments regarding the legalization and Countryside 

allowing it or not. Chief Ford stated the Police Department would be dealing with these issues whether 

Countryside allows the sale or recreational cannabis or not. The majority of the people they pull over 

have been smoking it; both youth and adults. The Illinois Chief’s Association is opposed to this law, 
but we’re going to have to figure out a way to deal with it. We will have a specialized Officer who is 

trained specifically for this, because of the legalization.  

 

Alderman Von Drasek said that he has looked at this and he has tried. The problem he has with 

bringing it into our community for legalization is the teenage mind. They think it’s ok, now it’s legal it 

ok, and that’s the problem. LT is dealing with the epidemic of vaping, they all think its ok and now we 

got kids dying from vaping. Vaping was supposed to be the end all from smoking and I find that to be 

very serious. I keep trying to look for the benefit, I look and I look and I look and all it takes me to is 

one benefit; money, and I do, I’m concerned. Right here in the paper, this was Sunday September 1st’s 
paper, the names, helium bubba, candy land, sharks breath, kiwi, who are they targeting? What do 

the vape stores do, it’s all geared to attract youth, and the other problem I have whether it be a 

teenager or somebody my age, it’s not good for my health. They’re not getting any business from me, 
and as far as if it goes into Hodgkins, we let a gun store go into Hodgkins. I just don’t know if it’s 

something we need. I just keep looking and I can’t change. When I first got elected, we closed two 
bars when we annexed property from LaGrange Highlands because they were nothing but trouble. I 

don’t want to bring something in that’s nothing but trouble. So I’m going to keep reading and I’m 
going to keep looking, but I can’t lower my values. Maybe it’s personal, call it what you will, I don’t 
want to lower my standards. There’s a lot of my Ward 2 residents here that over the years have truly 

become extended family and I represent wholeheartedly; I don’t want to sacrifice their safety.  
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After discussion, it was recommended that this item be sent to the Zoning Commission for Public 

Hearings to allow recreational cannabis in the B-1 Zoning District as a Special Use. Alderman 

Musillami made a motion, seconded by Alderman Finn to send this item to the Zoning Commission 

for Public Hearings to allow recreational cannabis in the B-1 Zoning District as a Special Use. 

Alderman Jasinski asked if medical marijuana is only allowed in the M-1 District, why not just keep 

the recreational in the M-1 District as well. Mayor McDermott explained that a retailer who would 

sell both medical and recreational would be looking for maximum activity; the City can keep it off 

LaGrange Road if we want to and allow it only in specific Business Districts.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Musillami, seconded by Alderman Finn that this matter be 

APPROVED as presented. The motion carried by the following vote: 

 Aye: 4  Alderman Musillami, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn, Mayor McDermott 

 Nay: 3  Alderman Jasinski, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Mikolyzk 

  

After discussion, it was recommended that the City Council impose the additional maximum amount 

of the tax at 3%.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Musillami that this matter be 

APPROVED as presented. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Aye: 6 Alderman Jasinski, Alderman Von Drasek, Alderman Mikolyzk 

 Alderman Musillami, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn 

Nay: 0   

 

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 

 

VII. ADJOURN 

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Benson motioned to adjourn, seconded by 

Alderman Musillami and carried unanimously.  

Mayor McDermott declared the meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM. 

 

 

DATE APPROVED:  ________________________________  

 

 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

              

      Elizabeth A. Kmet, City Clerk 

 

/sp 


