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Roll Call: City Administrator Paul called the Roll of Members physically present as follows: 

PRESENT: Chairman John Von Drasek, Alderman Mark Benson, Alderman John Finn  

  

Also Present: Mayor McDermott, City Administrator Paul,   Deputy Clerk Peterson 

 

  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 5, 2020 were previously distributed to the Committee 

Members. Chairman Von Drasek asked if there were any corrections to be made to said minutes. There 

being no corrections or additions, motion made to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of  

March 5, 2020 as presented. 

A motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Finn, that this matter 

be APPROVED, as presented. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Aye:  3  Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn 

Nay:  0 

 

Public Comment – none 

 

Consideration of a Request from Jidd Motors for a Tax Sharing Agreement to Purchase and Renovate  

    the Continental Mitsubishi Dealership   

 

Mr. Adam Jidd introduced himself and his attorney, George Reveliotis, who made the presentation.  Mr. 

Reveliotis stated that at present the dealership is in need of renovation/updating to conform to Mitsubishi 

standards. Mr. Jidd will invest a total of $7M to acquire the Continental Mitsubishi property, including 

$3.5M for interior and exterior renovations.   The Mitsubishi brand has gone through an evolution from a 

small auto maker into a major brand. In the past they have partnered with Chrysler and Mercedes. Today 

they are aligned with Renault/Nissan, in joint engineering endeavors.  

 

The current Continental dealership is not in good financial health and would probably close its operations, 

creating a vacant building.  Mr. Jidd has enjoyed a very successful dealership in the Des Plaines area for 

the past 15 years.  He has built a very dynamic dealership providing sales and service to a very loyal 

customer base; sales tax revenues have increased tremendously. Mr. Jidd projects doubling sales at the 

new dealership -- from 600 units to 1200 units.  Upon acquisition, Mr. Jidd will increase employees by 15 

– added to the current 11 – with seasoned sales people and service staff.  This will be a new car dealership.  

In the first year he expects sales between 1200 and 1400; by the end of the fifth year the expectation is 

that sales will be between 2000 and 2200 – a tremendous increase. 

 

A tax sharing agreement will greatly assist Mr. Jidd in making this dealership conform to Mitsubishi 

standards. The contemporary “look” of the building will greatly increase Mitsubishi’s presence on 

LaGrange Road for the next 20 years. The City will realize a return on investment by doubling the existing 

sales of vehicles, also including the parts and service business.  Mr. Jidd’s presence here will greatly 

enhance a positive outcome. 

 

Alderman Finn asked about his current business. Mr. Jidd has two dealerships in Des Plaines. He began as 

a wholesaler and jumped to the retail side. He began with 50 cars and currently has 1000 cars between 

the two retail lots. He has 220 employees; both lots feature high-end pre-owned cars – Bentley, Lexus, 
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Mercedes, and Range Rovers. He knows how to target customers; using digital and phone advertising. 

They have long-distance customers. 

 

Chairman Von Drasek asked how he plans to increase sales volume.   Mr. Jidd stated that new Mitsubishi 

cars currently are priced at $21-22K.  He has a good strategy focusing on younger people; they use a 

special program and they partner with banks that will allow an affordable monthly payment for first-time 

customers.  Mr.  Jidd will retain all current employees and bring in 15 more of his experienced staff. 

 

Ms. Paul asked him to explain his 30-day guarantee model. Mr. Jidd began his business in 2008-09. He 

came up with the 30-day buy-back guarantee; if customers don’t like the car they can bring it back; no 

questions asked, and he guaranteed the price.  This came from his wholesale background.  His business 

took off and saved him a lot of legal issues. He has become very successful with this method – very 

transparent; they have only one price. 

 

Mayor McDermott sought remodeling costs – all construction costs per Mitsubishi standards – all glass 

front with glass partitions – when walking into the facility one can see throughout the whole building. 

There will be an upgraded service center, equipment, monument sign, etc. It will be very similar to the 

Napleton Mazda store; dealerships are all going to the same design. 

 

Alderman Finn asked what the percentage of new to used car sales will be. Mr. Jidd stated the industry 

average is one to one.  His business bank specializes in high school graduates and foreigners with student 

business visas to get approved for 7 or 8%.  If people spend $25K for a used car, they can get a new car 

for $22K – with better bank terms – this will eventually lead to a two to one ratio. 

 

Alderman Benson asked how Mr. Jidd arrived at the gross sales amount projected out to 2025.  These are 

current numbers at existing locations.  They do all online business without customers coming to the 

showroom.  They were ahead of their time in building their website and are reaping the benefits of it 

today; all purchases can be done online.  They did home delivery seven years ago. Covid-19 has had no 

impact on his business. For walk-in customers they take all necessary precautions for safe distancing etc.  

They have 25 people strictly online 24 hours a day answering calls and emails, two shifts, working from 

home, same team with three managers; they will help with the dealership here. 

 

Chairman Von Drasek asked about the time frame.  According to plans, everything should be completed 

in eight weeks; major construction will take from 6-18 months.  Mitsubishi will allow them to use that 

facility as is, but within one year everything must be transformed into the Mitsubishi image. 

 

Mr. Jidd was contacted by Mitsubishi about this location. When he actually drove by the store for the first 

time, he loved the whole street; he felt the energy – it’s a beautiful dealership street.  He is committed 

and will be buying a home in this area.  He has personally worked in every department of the business; he 

knows the business from the inside out. Chairman Von Drasek agreed that LaGrange Road is the best 

destination for people who want to buy cars.  Mr. Jidd described the features of one of his indoor 

showrooms – a work of art – completely different feel than ordinary stores. 

 

Alderman Finn asked about sales volume. Mr. Jidd stated that last year they sold 3000 and 2700 

respectively totaling $220M in sales.  Ms. Paul stated if the Committee is receptive to entering into a tax 

sharing agreement, Staff seeks a motion to negotiate a Redevelopment Agreement with the Jidd Motors 

Group and bring it back to the EDC at the next meeting. 
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A motion was made by Alderman Finn, seconded by Alderman Benson, to APPROVE Staff 

negotiating a Redevelopment Agreement with Jidd Motors and bring this matter back to the 

EDC at its next meeting. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Aye:  3  Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn 

Nay:  0 

 

Chairman Von Drasek thanked the gentlemen for their interest in investing in the City of Countryside.    

 

Other Business - none 

 

      ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was made by Alderman Benson, seconded by Alderman Finn, to ADJOURN the 

meeting. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Aye:  3  Chairman Von Drasek, Alderman Benson, Alderman Finn 

Nay:  0 

   

  Chairman Von Drasek declared the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

APPROVED:   

     Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

             

      JOHN VON DRASEK, CHAIRMAN 

 

/fp 


