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I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.  

 

II. ROLL CALL 

Those physically present are as follows: 

Present: Chairman Musillami, Alderman Finn, Alderman Mikolyzk 

Also Present: Alderman Jasinski, City Clerk Kmet, and City Administrator Paul.  

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 8, 2020 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 8, 2020 were previously distributed to the 

members of the Sustainability Committee.  

 

I move to approve the minutes of the Sustainability Committee Meeting of January 8, 2020.  

 

A motion was made by Alderman Mikolyzk, seconded by Alderman Finn and carried 

unanimously.  

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

 

V. CONSIDERATION OF ENDORSING THE METROPOLITAN MAYORS CAUCUS’ GREENEST 

REGION COMPACT.  

At the last meeting, City Administrator Paul was asked to gather more information on the 

Greenest Region Compact (GRC). To date, there are 131 communities of all different sizes 

that have adopted the GRC. Collectively, it covers over 6 million residents in the Chicagoland 

region, and it’s the largest regional sustainability collaborative of municipalities in the United 

States. Information on the GRC was included in member’s agenda packets. The GRC has 49 

high level goals which are sustainability goals tailored for municipalities. If the Committee is 

interested in participating and moving forward with these goals, we would have to pass a 

Resolution. By passing this Resolution, we are saying that we endorse their goals, and we are 

going to work to achieve them; however, not all of the goals will work for the City of 

Countryside.  

 

If the Committee would like to move forward, Ms. Paul can draft a Resolution to be presented 

to the City Council, and we would need to start working on all of the objectives. We can start 

checking off all the ones we already completed as well as the ones that are already in 

progress. Ms. Paul would also need input from the Committee members on what goals and 

objectives they would like to achieve in the next six to twelve months. The Committee can 

write goals from scratch, but this is a template that the GRC created, and 131 communities 

are using this template as well. Chairman Musillami is in support of adopting the Resolution 

and using the template that was provided for the goals.  
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A motion was made by Alderman Mikolyzk, seconded by Alderman Finn that the City of 

Countryside join the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Greenest Region Compact and that a 

Resolution be brought forward to the next City Council meeting. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 

It was recommended that the Committee have a regularly scheduled meeting, and it was the 

consensus of the Committee to meet monthly.  

 

Committee members asked Ms. Paul if she would continue to be the staff liaison to the 

Committee, she said that Building Commissioner Mike Coleman will be working with her on 

the Committee. There are certain areas such as solar items, where we need to make sure our 

Building Code addresses these items.  

 

Each month, Building Technician Matt Murray, downloads data from our Building Automated 

System, and with that data, we design graphs to show the building’s energy usage. This is a 

part of our reporting that is required for the Million Dollar Grant we received for the 

Municipal Complex. Ms. Paul feels that it’s important for this Committee to see these reports 

on how much energy we are saving.  

 

In looking at November, January and February, you can see that the amount of energy used 

was significant, because after we moved into the building, we were still working on the HVAC 

issues. As of July, the last correction was made, and we have been operating in the automated 

system, and we are seeing the energy levels much lower (that is the orange bar on the sheet). 

The yellow bar on the sheet is the solar generation, and that is running like it should, with 

less in the winter months, and more during the summer months, depending on how much 

sunshine we get. The green bar is the net usage; which is what is going back to the grid. It is 

above zero in our first few months because we were using more than we were generating, 

but as of April, we have been operating in a net zero environment.  

 

The months of April through July, all the energy is going back to the grid. From our grant 

standpoint, we have to prove net zero over a consecutive 12 month period, and they give us 

18 months to achieve it. The City probably wouldn’t make the net zero in the 12 months 

because of all the problems we had in the beginning. However, they came to us and said that 

they’re finding that some buildings are not occupied, and if the buildings aren’t being 

occupied due to COVID, this is an issue, because the grant requires the building to be at least 

50% occupied. Because of being shut down for two months during the stay at home order, 

the City was able to reset our 18 months to June when we reopened. We should be able to 

finish the 12 months by June 2021, and receive our final $400,000.00 in grant money. Ms. 

Paul will include the monthly data in each packet for the Committee to review every time 

they meet. Alderman Jasinski had a question regarding net zero and the time period. Ms. Paul 

explained that the net zero is over a one year period.  

 

The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 2, 2020 at 5:30 p.m.  
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VII. ADJOURN 

There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Mikolyzk made a motion to adjourn, 

seconded by Alderman Finn and carried unanimously.  

Chairman Musillami declared the meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 

 

 

APPROVED:  

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 

              

      Scott Musillami, Chairman  

/sp 


