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1. CALL TO ORDER. 
 

Chairman Benson called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Chairman Benson, Alderman Finn and Alderman Musillami 

Also Present:  Mayor McDermott, Alderman Mikolyzk, Alderman Von Drasek, 
Alderman Frohlich, Treasurer Bolt, City Clerk Kmet, Building 
Commissioner Wagner, Code Enforcement Officer Jordan, City 
Administrator Paul, Assistant City Administrator Peterson, 
Finance Director Schutter, City Engineer Fitzgerald, and Public 
Works Superintendent Serna 

Absent: None 

3. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC. 
 

None. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – August 16, 2022. 
 

4. a.  Approval of the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes – August 16, 2022. 
 
The minutes of the regular meeting of August 16, 2022 were previously distributed to the 
members of the Infrastructure Committee.  

A motion was made by Alderman Musillami to approve the minutes from the August 16, 
2022 meeting, seconded by Alderman Finn and carried unanimously. 

 
5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION AND IF SO 

DETERMINED, ACTION UPON: 
 

5.a.  Consideration of Adopting a New Landscape and Public Way Maintenance Code.  
 

Building Commissioner Wagner explained that the new language in the proposed code 
consolidates sections from Titles 6, 7 and 8 and puts all the language into one section for 
landscape maintenance. Chairman Benson asked if this is more of a housekeeping item. Code 
Enforcement Officer Jordan and Mr. Wagner explained that there are some new items that they 
are recommending. They highlighted the following items as new to the code: 

• Height of tall grass and weeds changes from 10” to 8”. 
• Parkway requirements 
• Sightline obstructions for public walks, streets and driveways. 
• Abatement and administrative fee of $500 for any Lien to cover costs 

 
Alderman Finn asked about how it is going to be handled with residents that currently have the 
situation going on; will they be forced to fix the situation. Ms. Jordan asked for clarification, and 
the question was about gravel driveways. No, the residents who currently have existing gravel 
driveways are grandfathered in, but if the property sells, then it must be brought up to code.  

 
Alderman Musillami made a motion to bring the updated Landscape Code to the December 
14, 2022 City Council meeting for final approval, seconded by Alderman Finn and carried 
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unanimously. 
 
5.b.  Discussion on the Streets and Alleys Resurfacing 5-Year Plan. 
 
City Engineer Fitzgerald explained to the Committee that as much as we try to coordinate water 
main replacement projects with street paving projects sometimes that just doesn’t work out. In 
the existing five-year street paving plan, we evaluated the streets as they coincide with the water 
mains in the City. Even though the water main replacement schedule is not on the agenda this 
evening, Mr. Fitzgerald would like to point out that when the five-year plan was prepared, it was 
over a year ago and it was the Committee’s thinking that there was a possibility that the Sunset 
Avenue water main would be in need of replacement. As it turns out, the street paving for Sunset 
Avenue is in more of a need than the water main replacement. In the five-year paving plan, the 
plan was to pave Sunset Avenue and 67th Street in Calendar Year 2023. However, given the fact 
that the water main also needs to be done, it kind of forces us to either postpone the Sunset 
Avenue paving until we work out something or we bring up the water main replacement for that 
area. As of today, Jesse and Mr. Fitzgerald feel that the worst streets in all of Countryside are 
Dansher Road and Sunset. With that said, we have been applying for grant funding to coordinate 
the water main replacement and paving for Dansher Road. 
 
Chairman Benson reviewed the cost for the Sunset Avenue street rehabilitation. The cost on the 
five-year plan is $439,166.67. Mr. Fitzgerald indicated that this is an expensive one, because the 
street is about a half a mile long, it goes all the way from 71st Street to Stalford Road. Chairman 
Benson asked what the cost of the water main would be for Sunset Avenue. Mr. Fitzgerald said 
that he believes it was around $1.1 million dollars. The total cost for the street repaving for both 
Sunset Avenue and 67th Street is $523,340.28. If the water main was installed and both streets 
were paved, the total cost would be around $1.6 million dollars. Mr. Fitzgerald suggested to the 
Committee that another possibility would be to do the work in phases over the next two years. 
We could do a temporary restoration in between and then the following year we could finish 
Sunset Avenue. We have done this in the past on Constance Lane and Catherine Avenue, and 
we have also done this on all of the IDOT projects. Committee members asked Mr. Fitzgerald 
when the LaGrange Road water main is scheduled to be installed. It is scheduled for Calendar 
Year 2023, because it needs to be completed before the IDOT widening project on 55th Street. 
The cost for the LaGrange Road water main from 53rd Street to 55th Street is around $500,000.  
 
After considerable discussion, Chairman Benson summarized that for Fiscal Year 2024, we would 
move forward with the repaving of Sunset Avenue and 67th Street, in addition to that we would 
also be replacing the water main on Sunset Avenue, and will take the money for the water main 
replacement out of reserves or budget for it. Staff will come back to the Committee with an update 
on the financing and where in the budget staff plans on taking the money from.  
 
It was suggested that the City may want to look into establishing a Special Service Area to help 
offset the costs for the Dansher Road water main replacement and street repaving project. 
Chairman Benson asked if it would make sense to move the paving of Dansher Road further 
down the five-year plan since it may take time to establish the Special Service Area. The 
Committee was in agreement on moving Dansher Road further down on the five-year plan. 
 
Alderman Finn asked about the status of paving Rose Court and Rose Avenue; he remembered 
that we had applied for funding to have these paved, but was wondering why they are further 
down on the list to be paved in Calendar Year 2026. City Engineer Fitzgerald stated that we did 
apply for a CDBG Grant last year, but did not receive the grant; we will most likely apply for the 
CDBG Grant again in 2023. Alderman Musillami asked about the status of the streets that are 
listed on the five-year plan as Calendar Year 2025; what is the condition of those streets. It was 
suggested that we push the streets that are in Calendar Year 2026 and push them back one year 
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and move Dansher Road to Calendar Year 2026. It was also suggested that the City take a year 
off to rebuild funds; this has been done in the past. Alderman Musillami suggested that the 
Committee consider taking off Calendar Year 2024 and pushing everything on the Plan back one 
year. The Committee felt that this is a good idea, the funds could be built back up and it would 
give staff time to work out the Special Service Area, and the opportunity to apply for any additional 
grants.   
 
5.c.  Consideration and Approval to Direct the City Engineer to Contact MWRD to Move 
Forward with Engineering from the Drainage Feasibility Study and to have the Funds 
Budgeted in the FY ’24 Budget. 
 
City Engineer Fitzgerald explained that MWRD had about $40,000 left over from their study on 
drainage issues, so they are taking that money and having their Engineering Consultant prepare 
preliminary plans to give to Mr. Fitzgerald for review. Once Mr. Fitzgerald has reviewed the plans, 
they will be finalized and will go out to bid. This isn’t covering all the engineering for the project, 
because there is still construction engineering, but it will cover the bulk of the costs of it. MWRD 
has already begun the process; they have surveyed all of the locations, and this isn’t costing the 
City any money. Chairman Benson asked about the budget for the project. Mr. Fitzgerald 
responded that the total cost is $555,000, which includes $62,000 for engineering, and from that 
$62,000 MWRD is using $40,000. The grand total for the project is $555,000; staff is looking for 
approval from the Infrastructure Committee to approve the funds to be placed in the Fiscal Year 
2024 budget.  
 
 
Alderman Finn made a motion to direct staff to budget the $555,000 for the Engineering 
from the MWRD Drainage Study in the Fiscal Year 2024 Budget 
seconded by Alderman Musillami and carried unanimously. 
 

6. OTHER COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
 

None. 
 
7. ADJOURN. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Alderman Musillami motioned to adjourn, seconded 
by Alderman Finn and carried unanimously. 
 

Chairman Benson declared the meeting adjourned at 7:11 PM. 
 

APPROVED: 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

 
Alderman Mark Benson, Chairman 

 
 
/sp 
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